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hard. First in Bombay, and then in Kathiawar, he
tempted Dame Fortune, but her smiles were wan,
and without warmth. One has to be an outstanding]
personality quickly to achieve success at the Bar,
and luck is an element which has to be there in
preponderant quantities. Mere ability counts for
little.
There is little material solace to be found in shilling
briefs, especially when fourpence has to be returned
to the individual who introduced the client, and
Gandhi gave up the struggle. There was then, as
there is now, a large Indian population in South
Africa, and Gandhi decided to emigrate.
He was successful, and within a comparatively
short period was earning three thousand pounds
per year*
It was while in South Africa that Gandhi was
turned out of a Christian church, being curtly
informed that one of his colour could not be allowed
to sit in the same religious building as a white man,
but it was not this which convinced him that the lot
of the Indian in South Africa was intolerable so
much as the conditions, of which he had first-hand
experience in his legal practice.
He found that his fellow Indians were subject to
many startling inequalities and countless indignities.
They were denied their fundamental rights as British
subjects. Land tenure was difficult, where it was
not absolutely impossible, and Indians suffered from
a thousand-and-one disabilities. Gandhi commenced
to^ agitate, but^the results of his agitation were not
inspiring. They were heartbreaking.